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Today  we  have  some  more  of  our  fortnightly  market  tips  and  news  about 
supplies  and  prices  for  the  homemaker  who  plans  the  meals  and  buys  the  family 
food.     These  tips  come  direct  from  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  most  welcome  newcomer  on  many  markets  is  asparagus.  The  asparagus 
season  opened  a  little  earlier  than  usual  this  year,  and  "because  of  that,  the 
peak  movement  from  California  may  "be  a  little  early,  ™ith  marked  increases  in 
the  supplies  during  April.  In  Mid-western  and  Eastern  markets  the  lowest  as- 
paragus prices  generally  come  about  the  first  of  May. 

As  to  the  supplies  of  fresh  asparagus  compared  with  those  of  a  year  ago, 
it's  hard  to  predict.    More  than  half  of  California's  asparagus  crop  is  used 
for  canning.     The  asparagus  acreage  this  year  is  a  little  smaller  than  last 
year's.     So  there  may  not  "be  auite  so  much  of  this  delectable  spring  vegetable 
"before  the  short  season  is  over. 

'Tell,  we'll  hope  the  supplies  will  at  least  satisfy  everyone  who  is 
looking  forward  to  nenus  featuring  "both  asparagus  and  strawberries.     The  latter 
part  of  this  month  and  early  in  April  large  quantities  of  strawberries  will  be 
shipped  from  Louisiana.    Louisiana,  you  l:now,  is  the  largest  single  strawberry 
producing  state.     Up  to  the  present  time  we've  been  getting  most  of  our  berries 
from  Florida,  but  the  crop  there  has  been  small  this  year. 

"e  can  still  expect  more  of  other  vegetables  besides  asparagus  than 
we  had  last  year  at  this  season,  but  "ole  man  weather"  has  upset  calculat- 
ions to  some  extent.     The  winter  vegetable  producing  areas  had  heavy  rains 
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and  cold  weather,  which  offset  the  large  acreage  planted-  a  much  larger  acre- 
age than  last  year's.     So  the  marked  increase  expected  in  supplies  of  veget- 
ables did  not  materialize.    Usually  prices  for  vegetables  go  down  in  March 
and  April,  "but  some  vegetable  prices  went  up  considerably  as  wet  weather 
curtailed  supplies,  hindered  harvesting,  and  lowered  quality. 

However,  you  can  look  for  plenty  of  spinach.    Host  of  it  comes  from 
Texas,  and  the  supplies  will  be  about  the  same  as  last  month. 

Tomatoes  will  be  more  plentiful  and  better  in  quality  than  they  have 
been,  unless  weather  conditions  change  suddenly  for  the  worse.    Of  course 
we  get  additional  tomatoes  from  Cuba  and  Mexico  all  through  March.  Altogether 
the  supplies  of  tomatoes  will  be  much  larger  than  they  were  a  year  ago, 
although  they  may  not  be  quite  up  to  the  average  level  for  March  in  other 
years.    But  maybe  you  remember  how  badly  Florida  tomatoes  suffered  from  the 
big  freeze  last  year. 

If  you  enjoy  new  potatoes,  you'll  be  glad  to  hear  that  there  are  more 
new  potatoes  on  the  market  than  last  year,  and  that  they'll  continue  to  be 
plentiful.    All  potato  prices  are  relatively  low  for  this  time  of  year.  There 
about  the  usual  amount  of  old  potatoes.    Just  how  many  old  potatoes  will  come 
to  market  depends  somewhat  on  the  programs  recently  started  by  the  Surplus 
Marketing  Administration.     Some  of  the  crop  of  old  potatoes  will  be  diverted 
to  starch-making,  and  some  to  livestock  feeding. 

Supplies  of  sweetpotatoes  probably  will  be  much  smaller  than  they 
were  last  spring. 

Stocks  of  apples  naturally  decline  as  the  spring  season  advances. 
The  current  supplies  of  apples  are  coming  from  storage  warehouses.  Apples 
won't  be  as  plentiful  from  now  on  as  they  have  been  earlier  in  the  winter. 
But  there  are  more  apples  than  there  were  at  this  time  last  year.    And  while, 
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generally  speaking,  v/holesale  prices  of  apples  have  "been  higher,  Jonathans 
and  '.Tine saps  and  other  apples  we  used  to  export,  have  "been  cheaper  than  they 
were  a  year  ago . 

You'll  he  glad  to  know  that  citrus  fruits  will  "be  much  more  plenti- 
ful than  they  were  last  March,  and  there  will  he  slightly  more  oranges  and 
grapefruit  on  the  market  in  the  next  few  weeks  than  there  were  in  February. 

'7e  mustn't  forget  meats.    Pork  and  poultry  won't  he  as  plentiful  from 
now  on  as  in  February.    But  you  can  expect  to  see  a  little  more  beef  and  lamh 
than  a  month  ago.     Compared  with  last  year,  however,  the  outlook  is  for  much 
less  pork,  slightly  less  poultry,  slightly  more  "beef  and  lamb.    During  the 
next  few  months,  prices  of  all  meats  are  expected  to  continue  higher  than 
in  1940. 

On  the  other  hand,  prices  for  eggs, —  and  butter,  too, —  are  down  a 
little.     The  outlook  for  both  of  these  foods  is  a  little  better  than  was 
predicted  earlier  in  the  season.     That's  because  of  unusually  mild  weather 
in  January  and  February  in  the  principal  butter  and  egg  producing  areas. 

So  the  homemaker  on  her  way  to  market  this  next  fortnight  will  find 
compensations  among  the  different  foods  that  round  out  her  menus:     More  of 
one  thing,  less  of  another,-  higher  prices  here,  lower  prices  there.    But  come 
what  may,  the  strawberry  and  asparagus  season  has  begun,  and  that's  compensa- 
tion in  itself  for  any  vagaries  of  the  food  market. 

Ivlore  tips  on  food  supplies  and  food  prices  in  a  couple  of  weeks. 
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